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ominous, holding their canoes with their paddles on the
perilous edge of the breaking surf." Here indeed was
adventure worthy of the boy who had sailed the Razzk
Dazzle without reefing, who had four times stopped the
Overland Express, who had shot White Horse Rapids, and
sailed a native junk across the Yellow Sea. "I'm having the
time of my life!" he cried.

He made copious notes, took photographs, at each island
collected native canoes, paddles, shells, wood carvings, spears,
calabashes, bowls, mats, tapa cloth, jewels, coral, and
aboriginal ornaments that formed a complete South Seas
museum when he took them back to Glen Ellen. And every-
where he went, Fiji, the Marquesas, Samoa, wherever he
could gather together ten white men, he gave his lecture on
revolution!

Living as he did in the midst of leprosy, elephantiasis,
malaria, ringworm, gari-gari (a horrible skin itch), Solomon
sores, or yaws, skin ulcers, and a hundred other jungle
diseases, the Snark was converted into a hospital ship. Every
time a member of the crew bruised himself on board or cut
his leg while beaching the boat or treading through the
jungle, a yaw developed which spread over his body, the
individual ulcers becoming big as silver dollars. In the
Solomons the entire crew contracted malaria, sometimes as
many as five of them being down with it, leaving the sixth
to sail the Snark through fair weather or foul. Jack had so
many bouts of malaria that for months he was as much on
his back as he was on his feet, doped with forty grains of
quinine. On the way to Fiji he scratched some mosquito
bites and his body became covered with yaws. Even these
hardships he enjoyed because they seemed to him the
romantic hardships of the explorer, the intrepid and in-
evitable white man who conquered the world. He liked to
call himself an Amateur MJX; he pulled teeth, treated
Charmian's and Martin Johnson's open yaws with corrosive
sublimate, slammed quinine down the throat of Wada, who
had contracted blackwater fever and with Oriental fatalism
had given over to dying.